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Abstract 

The fact that Nigeria has the potential to be one of the 20 largest economies in 
the world by 2020 has not been in contention. Nigeria has all its takes to be a 
great country. With a population of about 150 million, Nigeria is potentially 
Africa’s largest economy given its abundant human and natural resources. 
Every year, the country produces over 600,000 graduates of tertiary 
institutions, it has the 6th largest gas reserve in the world, the 8th largest oil 
producer with abundant but largely untapped natural resources comprising 
gold, columbite, bitumen, iron ore, coal, limestone etc and 60% of its arable 
land lying fallow. It should however be noted that its success in this 
endeavour largely depends on how politically the nation manages its affairs. 
In essence, Africa’s success revolves around Civic Education. This paper 
looked at the goals of Civic Education for Economic Development of Nigeria. 
The problems that have militated against economic development of Nigeria. 
Solutions and recommendations were proffered made at the concluding part 
on how Civic Education contributes to economic development of Nigeria. 
 
 

 
In Nigeria, the excessive dependence on oil is compounded by the 

concentration of the commanding height of the economy in the hands of government. 
Government is the fastest and cheapest means of making quick money. A rentier state 
emerged, intensifying the politics of sharing rather than production. This created a 
horde of rent-entrepreneurs; that is, ‘big men’ without any productive source of 
livelihood except proximity to state power (Soludo, 2005). Part of our unfortunate 
heritage today is that there is a large army of such people who do not know any other 
way of making a living other than from government patronage. In turn, the ‘big men’ 
have hordes of dependents. It is therefore, understandable that for such people, once 
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such government patronage dwindles, the government must be doing badly, and the 
masses (their dependents) must be “suffering.” The consequences was that since 
sharing was the dominant framework and you did not need any specialized skills or 
competence to know how to share, little attention was paid to merit.  
 

Just about anybody could be appointed to head any institutions because there 
were no standards of performance and accountability, the value system got distorted, 
government grew unsustainably as the major source of productive employment and the 
citizens expected government as the ‘giver’  to provide everything free for them. It did 
not matter if we did not pay our taxes. Since the government revenues came mostly 
from the Federation Account sharing, the generality of Nigeria citizens did not see the 
direct link between their taxes and government spending, and there was also little 
pressure to demand for accountability. Government everywhere in the world is 
generally under pressure to provide an enabling environment for businesses to thrive 
because business in turn provide employment and generate revenue for government. 
Because of oil, government in Nigeria did not need the private sector for job-creation. 
Beyond rhetoric therefore, there was, indeed, little incentive to urgently provide an 
enabling environment for the private sector to thrive in Nigeria. The above 
characterization was not peculiar to the Nigeria state. Indeed, most post colonial 
African states mimicked variants of the features described above. 
 

As government became the dominant economic agent and the environment for 
private enterprise worsened, the contestations for power and control over state 
resources became a life and death-struggle. The head of state wielded economic powers 
as he could appoint about 5000 board members of government agencies and parastatals, 
and everyone wanted to be a board member (Soludo, 2005). It did not matter that 60% 
of our arable land is lying fallow. Not many people wanted to soil their hands with 
agriculture or other productive engagement. In the struggle for power, no tactic was 
considered of indecent including arson, murder, election rigging etc. Ethnicity and 
religion were convenient and easy tactics of mobilizing support. Ethnicity was 
politicked and used as a convenient organizing framework in the struggle for state 
power. In return, the ‘big men’ disposed patronage by openly demonstrating that they 
had cornered their share of the national cake for their people.  
 

The citizens condoned and openly celebrated corruption in so far as the son of 
the soil brought home and shared the loots from the public treasuring. People were 
literally ostracized by their communities for going into government and returning with 
an empty hand. At the federal level, whenever a section of the elite lost out in the cake 
sharing business, it cried marginalization and raised the ethnic card. At the state level, 
the struggle for state creation and more local governments was ostensibly as a basis for 
sharing not as productive units. Today, we are saddled with 36 states and 774 LGAS, 
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with a huge avoidable waste in funding, needless and duplicative bureaucracies. So far, 
we spend a greater percentage of our oil revenue on consumption rather than 
investment. Most state governments spend more than 80% of their Federation Account 
Allocations on recurrent expenditure. It is not an accident that we have very little to 
spend on basic infrastructure to grow the private sector. 
 

Of course, the inevitable consequences of the foregoing scenario were waste, 
weak institutions, corruption and the failure at public policies. Informal inter-personal 
networks and relationships replaced formal institutions and rules of procedure. Where 
institutionalized rules did not dominate, arbitrariness and private interest did. Endemic 
corruption and underdevelopment are the inevitable consequences. With civic 
education, that basement of our cherished value system that has been distorted would 
have to change and it will change. Only civic education that teaches value system such 
as justice, fairness, equity, honesty, patriotism, and respect for fellow citizens can 
change Nigeria state. 
 
Factors Hindering Development in Nigeria 
The following are the challenges or obstacles to Nigeria economy development: 
1. Corruption and the Nigeria Economy: Corruption in all aspects of society is 

robustly alive in Nigeria. Its affects, though with varying magnitude, all classes 
in the country. The messenger in a government department demands bribe to 
search for one’s file. The politician bribes the electorates to secure votes, the 
professor/lecturer demands money and or sex to pass students, and highly placed 
government officials loot the treasury. The list is inexhaustible and corruption 
has, thus becomes a national identity and crisis. Nigeria celebrates corruption and 
corruption celebrates Nigeria. During the long period of military rule, each 
successive military government accuses its predecessor of massive corruption but 
ends up being more corrupt. Though this tendency has not been much encouraged 
since the democratic regimes of Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo, Umaru Yar’Adua 
and Goodluck Jonathan, nevertheless, the democratic dispensation has witnessed 
massive looting of the treasury by highly placed government officials. In spite of 
its apparent ravaging impact on the country, the economy remains resilient, 
growing at about 7 percent with broad macro-economic stability (Ekpo, 2013).  

 
However, corruption comes along at a great price as available evidence shows 
that the economic cost of corruption include: (i) inefficiency in the allocation of 
resources, distortions in the economy -corruption acts as a tax, thus increasing 
prices of virtually all goods and services in an economy like Nigeria where 
corruption is systemic, (ii) raising transaction  costs and uncertainly in the 
economy; (iii) impeding long term foreign and domestic investments and 
encouraging rent-seeking activities and (iv) constraining resources that would 
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have been utilized to develop the economy, this exacerbating the poverty crisis in 
the economy. 

 
Remarkably, the type of economic system in place has influence on the degree of 
corruption in an economy. A capitalist market type economy with features of 
excessive competition, greed, profit motive and self interest fosters corruption as 
against a socialist type of economy. In the same vein, the sanction applied to 
corrupt individuals also varies, based on the type of economic system. It is a 
natural law that at the initial stage of capitalist development, primitive 
accumulation would be the order of the day. The USA, UK and other developed 
capitalist economies went through this stage. During the early stage of economic 
development, history confirms that Kings and Queens were involved in bribery 
and corruption scandals like paying members of parliament to represent their 
interest. In the USA, exchanging money for votes was in vogue. The primitive 
capitalist accumulation in Nigeria is however, of a special type: the loot is 
domiciled in America, Europe or elsewhere, thus helping in the growth and 
development of those economies.      

 
2. Jumbo Pay Package of Political Office Holders and Its Effect on Nigeria 

Economy: Public outrage continues to trail the jumbo pay of Nigeria’s federal 
legislators and other public officials as the national treasury remains under heavy 
burden of recurrent expenditure. Findings have continued to reveal other 
outrageous sources of income of the public office holders that is not part of their 
official remuneration. One of them is the quarterly constituency allowance the 
NASS approved for its members. For instance, in 2010, the Senate allocated 
about N1.02 billion as quarterly allowance to eight of its principal officers 
(Odutola, 2013). What this mean is that each of these law makers got 78 million 
naira every quarter or 26 million naira every month. In the same year, the Senate 
also voted N2.6 billion, N2.45 billion, N1.25 million and N2.28 billion for its 
members’ local trips, foreign trips, security and contingency respectively.  

 
Aside from the allowances and official remuneration package released by the 
Revenue Mobilization Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFAC), 
Ezekwesili estimated that the country has spent over N1trillion on the members 
NASS in the last eight years. She attributed her claims to the Ministry of Finance. 
That was not the first time the former minister was raising such alarm. She had, 
earlier in the year, accused the two arms of government of squandering about $45 
billion in the foreign reserves and N22 billion in the excess crude account. 
According to her, the account, which were direct savings from increased earnings 
from the crude oil boom, were mismanaged by the two administrations that 
succeeded the Olusegun Obasanjo presidency. 
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Nigerians are also alarmed by the fact that apart from the allowances, the 
lawmakers also make more money as they carry out some of their oversight 
functions. In the course of these functions, several companies and individuals, 
ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs), alleged that the legislators demand 
and collect money from them. During the fuel subsidy probe, Femi Otedola, 
Chairman, Zenon Petroleum, also blew the whistle that Farouk Lawan, a member 
of House of Representatives and Chairman of the probe panel demanded and 
collected $620, 000 as a part of a $3 million bribe from him to have two of his 
companies, Zenon and Forte gas, removed from the list of the ones that the 
committee had found culpable in the fuel subsidy probe (Odutola, 2013). 

 
A comparison between Nigeria and other countries shows that political office 
holders in Nigeria earn higher than their counterparts in other parts of Africa. 
Critics have argued that the high emolument of public office holders in Nigeria is 
unjust and uncalled for. The Federal Government should emulate the United 
Kingdom (UK) which reduces the pay packages and allowances of its officials 
when in May, 1997, the Labour Government led by Tony Blair announced a cut 
in the salaries of the Prime Minister and Cabinet Ministers. The government 
should cut their pay and use the excess to build power plants, repair the highway 
and address other infrastructural deficiencies in the country rather than feed fat 
on the taxpayers’ money.  

 
While the jumbo pay saga lingers, many Nigerians believe that political office 
holders earn a large chunk of the revenue of the country. Ordinary Nigerians 
might someday get angry like the Egyptians and Libyans who took to the street to 
press home their demands for good governance. 

 
3. ASUU Strike and Price of Indifference: Government approach to the ongoing 

strike action by Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU) (June-december, 
2013) shows an attitude of insensitivity, lack of responsibility and accountability. 
Clearly, it reflects how Nigerians, their feelings, rights and indeed the future of 
this country are treated with contempt by people entrusted with leadership. 
Otherwise, how can a government that desires to develop the country technically, 
economically, scientifically, socially and politically choose to treat with disdain 
the very institution designed to produce manpower required to such goals? The 
attitude of the President and his cabinet shows that the administration is paying 
lip service to issues of development. Perhaps, the administration has forgotten 
that according to the 2009 ASUU/FG agreement and the 2012 Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoU), what is due for the 2012 and 2013 is N500 billion.  In 
four years, government is supposed to have spent N1.3 trillion on federal and 
state universities. The fact that the government has offered only N100 billion 
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more than one month into the strike confirms its insensitivity. For the 
government to expect ASUU to be grateful, it means that government has shifted 
from its initial “no money” to offering some money is indecent. That out of the 
paltry sum, which evidently insults the principles of the agreement, government 
still wants to take back N1.975 billion as “project administration cost” is awful. 
Yet it is ironic that a government that does not have enough to solve numerous 
problems affecting the universities would rather spend #50 billion to construct 
only 35, 000 bed spaces hostels when the same amount can be used to construct 
125,000 bed spaces hostels (Bo, 2013). This again is to say the least, scandalous. 

 
No one is ignorant that even our highest degrees are hardly recognized beyond 
Nigeria. In the west, America, including some African countries, our educational 
certificates are simply despised, it is a national disgrace driven by years of 
neglect. The 2009 ASUU/Federal Government agreement provided the road map 
to end the embarrassment. Lack of a conscience and patriotic feeling to recognize 
the agreement as obligation to the present and future generation is inexplicable.  

 
4. Nigeria and the Burden of Security Challenges and Its Implications on the 

Economy: Protection of lives and properties of citizens is the paramount function 
of every responsible government in every nation. This may be the reason why 
some politicians cunningly but sometimes deceptively adopt the   campaign 
strategy of making pledge to provide adequate security to the citizenry if elected. 
Security, defined as the degree of protection against danger, damage, loss and 
backbone of the economic and political survival of societies has been the priority, 
by people oriented administrations at various levels of governance. However in 
Nigeria, successive governments appear to be too feeble to uphold this 
unequalled function going by unfortunate happenings in the country that pose 
unprecedented threats to national cohesion. The infirmity of our government in 
securing lives of the common-man is increasingly manifested by misadventures 
that continuously wreak the nation a great deal of havoc (Bigasa, 2011). 

 
The increasingly insecurity of lives and properties is a threat to national 

development and national unity. The insecurity situation occasioned by the Boko Haran 
insurgency in parts of northern Nigeria is a threat to national development. In the 2012 
budget, the federal government allocated a staggering $5.947billion to defense and 
national security, translating to #921.01billion. This figure represents 20 percent of the 
total budget of the government and highest allocation ever to defense and security in 
the history or the country. This also makes Nigeria the biggest spender on defense and 
security in the entire Africa. 
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Nigeria may have lost over a quarter of its Gross Domestic Product estimated 
at trillions of naira to the Boko Haram insurgency in the last few years (Yusuf, 2012). 
While it was difficult to quantify in real cost terms the collateral damage brought upon 
the economy by the activities of the sect, they all agreed that the uprising in the 
northern Nigeria left the economy in the red. Let all concerned remember that for this 
country to develop, security system has to be upgraded to the best acceptable standards 
in order to effectively face the multiple security issues capable of derailing the systems 
and destabilizing the nation.    
        
Meaning of Civic Education                    

Civic education is the study of the process through which people acquire the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, values and positive dispositions (norms) that are needed 
for effective democratic citizenship. It can be defined as the study of the national ideals, 
values and principles of a state with the aim of making the individual become an 
effective citizen of such a democratic state. 
 

Nandom, et’ al (2012) saw civic education as the study of what Nigeria wants 
her citizens to become in order to participate effectively within the Nigeria and global 
democracy. In doing this, civic education tries to equip the students (both young and 
old) with the knowledge, skills, aspirations, attitudes, norms and values that will help 
them to live peacefully with others and contribute effectively to development of the 
Nigeria state. Teaching democracy education helps leaders know how to think, what to 
think and what to and what not to do.  
 

Method advocated include: modeling, inquiry, conceptual and simulation as 
tools for behaviour change using models as examples can help students model their 
behaviour appropriately. The inquiry allows students to find out through questioning or 
other means issues and problems related to the concept under investigation. Students 
are also able to internalize learning because of other experiences. As active participants 
in the learning process, students can appreciate problems associated with insecurity and 
underdevelopment, and be able to arrive at appropriate decision using the conceptual 
approach defines the concepts, state, causes, effects and using linking phrases show 
inter-relationship between concepts. It also gives a holistic view of concepts under 
study using graphic illustration.   
 
The Importance of Civic Education in Bringing Peace and Development in Nigeria                

Civic education is a very important subject/discipline because it tries to make 
Nigerians (intending students) to learn, practice and promote those behaviours and 
attitudes that can help bring about the development of individual and the Nigeria state. 
Civic education does not just impart the students with knowledge, but its tries to give 
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and teach the individual student the right attitudes that help to make them 
knowledgeable, well principled and will behaved.  
 
i. It helps the individual to understand the structures and functions of government. 

With this, students understand that one of the major functions of government is 
providing peace and development. And if government fails in this responsibility, 
students through inquiry and questioning techniques can question and criticize a 
government that is not measuring up to its responsibility. This can make 
government to sit up. 

 
ii. Civic education helps the individual to understand and appreciate the inter-

relationship between him, other people, government and global community: 
Here civic education enables the individual to develop skills that will help to 
live peacefully and harmoniously with others, contribute to the society by 
participating effectively and positively in home governance, community, state 
and national governance. For example, in order live peacefully with others, 
virtues like selflessness, tolerance, responsibility, courtesy, cooperation and love 
are required from citizens and all these virtues and values can be learned 
through civic education. Again, civic education helps the individual to 
understand how to relate with his government in terms of, civic responsibilities. 
For instance, payment of their taxes, voting during elections, channeling their 
complaints through the right and civil means. Moreover, through civic 
education, the individual citizen learns how government ought to relate with 
him, especially in terms of his rights and legal entitlement. 

 
iii. Civic education helps to develop in the individual a sense of national pride and 

loyalty. Through civic education, students learn about the strength and 
endowment of their country. When students understand that: (a) Nigeria is a 
very populous country, rich in both human and natural resources. (b) Nigeria is 
multi-ethnic and multi-religions country; (c) Nigeria is the 8th oil producer and 
6th gas producer in the world (d) thousands of mineral deposits (e) 60% of its 
arable land lying fallow (f) fattest growing economy, plus the fact that the 
country is currently implementing a development plan known as vision 20:20:20 
are all supposed to generate and sustain a sense of national pride and loyalty in 
all Nigerians.  

 
iv. Civic education helps the individuals citizen to inculcate the spirit of self-

discipline and selfless to the country’s service. Here, citizens are taught how to 
conduct themselves and their affairs in a respectable manner; they also learn the 
importance of selfless sacrifice and service to their fellow citizens and 
community at large, leading to national development of Nigeria.  
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v. Civic education helps to expose the students and potentials of the state and 
assists them to select democratic alternatives for solving these problems. Here, 
civic education helps to expose the students to some emerging issues and 
problems prevalent in the society e.g poverty, unemployment, drug abuse, 
vandalism of public amenities, terrorism, religious intolerance etc with the aim 
of making them (i.e the students) to better appreciate these challenges by 
helping to proffer workable solutions to these social issues. Peace and 
development cannot take place in Nigeria society once these problems are on 
ground. 
 

vi. Civic education helps in training the citizens to become good citizens. Civic 
education is very important because through knowledge it gives, the values and 
the attitudes its inculcates in the young and old people, they learn to become 
good citizens within a democratic state. It is only good citizens that can 
contribute to the development of a state. 

 
vii. Civic education helps to promote the spirit of patriotism in the youths/students. 

Through civic education, students learn the importance of putting their country 
first and the need of others above their own personal interest. 

 
Conclusion                       

In the past few years, Nigerians have witnessed a surge in corruption like never 
before. Infrastructure is in decay, unemployment rife, poverty, hunger and insecurity 
stalk the lead. Undergraduates have been at home for months now. Yet, those to whom 
authority have been vested to tackle these present challenges seem unconcerned but are 
busy fighting to capture or retain power in 2015. They chase after rats while the house 
is aflame. There is need for change through civic education and going by her abundant 
human and natural resources, every Nigeria citizen is a member of the Nigeria 
democratic society, and certain roles duties are expected of them. When one is a citizen 
in a constitutional democracy, he or she is full and equal member of a self-governing 
and free society. In addition, he or she is given certain fundamental rights and at the 
same time entrusted with civic responsibilities. When Nigeria citizens perform these 
duties (roles) they are simply carrying out the responsibilities expected of them as 
citizens of Nigeria democracy. Citizens should understand that through participation in 
political life and civil society, they are helping to improve the quality of life in their 
neighborhood, communities and the nation as a whole. The citizens should try to make 
their voices heard. They must become active participants in the democratic process. 
Although election campaigns, attending political rallies and gatherings, voting etc are 
central to democracy, citizens of Nigeria democracy should learn that apart from 
elections, other opportunities for participation in bringing peace and development in 
Nigeria is open to them. These are: serving as whistle blowers, petition writing, 
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testifying before public bodies, tribunal or commissions of investigation, advocacy on 
public or social problems and joining civil society, in order to promote good 
governance, rule of law, accountability, transparency, equity and other democratic and 
civic ideal (values). With all these, peace and development will be achieved in Nigeria.                 
 
Recommendations  
The following recommendations are necessary for peace and development of Nigeria 

state:- 
i. To minimize corruption at the lower and middle class levels, the incentive 

structure must change; workers need to be paid above a living wage. Basic 
amenities such as qualitative public school system and a satisfactory public 
health system must be provided. 

 

ii. As the children of the thieving class consolidate the loot of their parents, it 
becomes necessary to re-orient the children of the lower and middle classes over 
the negatives of corruption so as to reduce its intensity in the long run. It is the 
material nature of society that encourages all corruption. 
 

iii. President Jonathan’s transformation agenda, if guided as a minimum by a state 
philosophy where development is perceived as the utmost priority, then 
corruption would be reduced to the barest level. 
 

iv. For Nigeria to develop, security system has to be upgraded to the best 
acceptable standard in order to effectively face the multiple security issues 
capable of derailing the system and destabilizing the nation. 
 

v. Government should cut down the salaries and allowances of the lawmakers, and 
use the excess to build power plants, repair the highways and address other 
infrastructural deficiencies in the country. 

 

vi. There is much duplication of various political portfolios. Political office holders 
parade special advisers, special assistants and senior special assistants. This 
should be curtailed or streamlined. There should be an objective restructuring of 
the portfolios and compensation system to be carried out in a manner that will 
out down on the overall cost of maintaining the Assembly members and 
government as a whole.  
 

vii. Political office should be made less attractive in order to allow those who are 
not just seeking political offices to render their contributions to development. 
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